Rabbit monoclonal Fab derived from a phage display library.
Rabbit monoclonal antibodies (RmAb) are not routinely obtained by eukaryotic cell fusion techniques. Therefore, we have applied phage display technology to produce a recombinant rabbit Fab molecule directed against the KLH model antigen. The Fab fragments selected from the rabbit phage display library were subcloned in an expression vector to permit the production of a fusion protein comprising a dimer of bacterial alkaline phosphatase (phoA). This fusion protein was directly produced into the periplasmic space of Escherichia coli. We show that a crude extract containing these conjugates can be used in a direct enzyme immunoassay, as exemplified in the case of the KLH antigen.